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N. Mike Clioai 
ASSiSWIt Chief EngiReBr 
Signal Maintenance 

March 4, 2003 

Englneerlng-Traln control (3370) 
4901 Belfort Rd., Suite 130 

Jacksonville, FL 32256 

Fax: (904) 245-1021 
M ike-Ch&€@&x.cfi 

(904) 245-1155 

Mr. George A. Gavalla 
Associate Adiiinistrator for Safety 
Federal Railroad Administration 
400 Seventh Street, SW 
Mail Stop 25 
Washington, DC 20590 

Dear Mr. Gavalla: 

The purpose of this letter is to extend the time a portion of 
CSXT’ s signaled merdeen Subdivision remains out cf service 
due to a catastrophic event, while CSXT installs its 
Communications Eased Train Management System and applies for 
discontinuance of the existing signal system. 

C!n December 6, 2002, CSXT experienced a severe ice storm over 
portions of the Florence Service Lane, Aberdeen Subdivision, 
MF S164.8 to MP S241.6. This storm caused major damage to the 
signal pole line resulting in the removal from service of the 
T r s f Z i c  Control Signal System (TCS-CSXT Operatinfi Rules 265- 
272) as the authority for movement and the implementation of 
Direct Traffic Control (DTC-CSXT Operating Rules 120-132) 
under the direction of the Train Dispatcher. On February 26, 
2 0 0 3  the signal system between MP S186.3 and MP ,5198.9 was 
restored to operational service. This section utilizes 
electronic track circuits for the vital controls and leased 
line circuits for the non-vital controls. The remaining 
damaged portion of the Traffic Control System remains out of 
service without application as authorized by Section 
235.7(a) (4) of the Rules and Regulations Governing Railroad 
Signal and Train Control Systems, 49 CFR. 

An extension to the six months authorized by Section 235.7 (a) 
( 4 )  is requested for leaving the remaining damaged portion of 
the Traffic Control System out of service. This authority, if 
granted, would not exceed one year from the date relief is 
granted. This will allow CSXT to petition the Federal Railroad 



Administration to approve the permanent removal of the signal 
system between MP S164.8 and MP 5241.6 and to install Direct 
Traffic Control as the authority f o r  movement along with a 
Communications Based Train Management System (CBTM). The 
petition process and the implementation of CBTM would be 
completed within the one-year timeframe. 

N. Michael Choat 
Assistant Chief Engineer of Signal Maintenance 

c: W. E. Goodman/FRA 
R. M. Kadlick/CSXT 
E. G. Peterson/CSXT 
R. L. Taylor/CSXT 



10.0 ABERDEEN SUBDIVISION-A6 
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11.0 STATIONS LISTING AND DIAGRAM 
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Table 2. Additional Stations 
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SDS20.7 and SDS2.3 

SB151.0 and SB154.9 

I S181.1 I 72 1 Both Merry Oaks 
(West Storaae) 
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12.0 METHOD OF OPERATION 
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SDs8.9 and SDS2.3 

12.1 AUTHORITY FOR MOVEMENT 
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Table 3. Authority for Movement 
Between LocationlMile Post Rules 

Note: 
Apex. 

Rules 265-272 are in effect on signaled siding at 

12.2 DTC BLOCK LIMITS 

CSX Transportation 10.0 ABERDEEN SUBDIVISION-AB 
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